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Francisco Jimenez, the author of The Circuit, shares the secrets of his writing.

What process did I follow in writing The Circuit and Breaking Through?

There are 7 steps or stages I went through in writing the stories--I call them the 7Rs:
The 1st  R is RESEARCH.  Because I wanted to chronicle part of my family's history whose experiences were common to many families of yesterday and today, I researched my own family background. I interviewed my mother, older brother, and other relatives. I looked through photographs and family documents. I also visited places, towns in the San Joaquin Valley, where we had lived: Selma, Fowler, Corcoran, 5-points. I went to town museums; read through newspapers (in microfiche). I read histories of towns, This Is Our Valley: A History of Santa Maria. Santa Maria is the setting for some of my stories and the setting for the sequel. 

The 2nd  R is Recall: the material I gathered helped me to recall, to remember particular experiences. These came to me in various forms: impressions, sounds, odors, colors, and emotions.

The 3rd  R is Recover: recollections, memories, lead to other memories that I had forgotten. So I recovered what I had forgotten with the passage of time.

The 4th  R is Reflect: I then reflected on those memories and recollections from my childhood. I looked at them from an adult point of view and made a series of discoveries: about myself in relation to my family, my community, our society. I gained a deeper sense of purpose and meaning in terms of my role as an educator, as a writer, as a servant to my students and our Creator. 
The 5th R is Recreate: From those memories, reflections and discoveries, I created each of the 12 stories in the book. Using my imagination, I took an incident, a memorable experience and created a story around it.  

The 6th  R is (Write and) Rewrite: in the process of recreating, I wrote several drafts of each story, endless drafts!

The 7th  R is Reward
