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Dr Mohammad Mossadegh:
“I put my trust on the Iranian People’s support. That is all”

Mohammad Mossadegh was an author, lawyer, politician, parliamentarian, and Prime Minster of Iran. He was born on June 16, 1884. He was 10 when his father, the Finance Minister, died. He was only 21 years old when the people of Esfahan elected him as their representative to the Majlis, the Iranian parliament. He was 68 when became the Prime Minister of Iran. His government’s most notable policy was the nationalization of the Iranian oil industry, which had been under British control since 1913. 
Mossadegh studied political science in Tehran in 1909, and then continued his education in Paris. While in Paris, he got a terrible illness that forced him to return to Iran. A year later, he came back to Europe and studied law in Switzerland. In June 1913, he became the first Iranian to receive a doctorate in law, and returned to Iran only a day before the start of World War I.
Mossadegh served some significant positions in his career. He was Governor of Fars and the Foreign Minister of Ghavam’s government. In 1944, he was elected to represent Tehran to the 14thMajlis. He passionately fought for Iran’s political and economic independence from foreigners, including the highly unfair oil agreement with AIOC (Anglo-Iranian Oil Company), the first company to extract oil in Iran. However, the agreement was not on a 50/50 basis. AIOC paid £20,000 to the last king of the Qajar dynasty, who signed the agreement. AIOC also promised Iran 16% of the profit, but did not pay it after the fall of the Qajar dynasty. The next king and his government tried to sign a fair agreement, but they could not get it because AIOC persuaded some politicians and parliamentarians to their side. When Mossadegh was a representative at Majlis, he argued with parliamentarians to get a fair agreement with AIOC, but he also was unable to achieve it.
In 1951, Mossadegh was elected as Prime Minister of Iran. In 1952, he traveled to The Hague, Netherlands, and presented nearly 200 documents to the International Court regarding the highly exploitative nature of AIOC and the extent of its political intervention into the Iranian political system. “There is no political or moral yardstick by which the court can measure its judgment in the case on nationalization of oil industry in Iran”, he argued. “Under no condition we will accept the jurisdiction of the court on the subject. We cannot put ourselves in the dangerous situation which might arise out of the court’s decision.” Later, the International Court in The Hague voted in favor of Iran, holding that it had no jurisdiction in the oil dispute case. This soon was followed by the U.N. Security Council rejection of the British complaint against Iran. It was the achievement for which Mossadegh received overwhelming popular support. He was Prime Minister of Iran until 1953, when his government was overthrown in a coup orchestrated by the American CIA and the British MI6.
In conclusion, Mossadegh was a democratically elected Prime Minister of Iran, whose most important achievement was nationalization of the oil industry. He reached the height of power and popularity and was hailed as a hero not only in Iran but in the great Middle East. He was a beacon light of hope for the people in the Middle East, withering from the exploitative behavior of Great Britain.
