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The history of tourism in California started with Yosemite Park. Yosemite Park was developed as a tourist attraction in the late 1850s and early 1860s for an audience who wanted a national icon and place to symbolize exotic wonder of its region. In 1890, John Muir, America’s most famous and influential naturalist and conservationist, and Robert Underwood Johnson, editor of Century Magazine, launched a campaign to set this area as a National Park.  On October 1, 1890, the U.S. congress determined to establish the forth National Park in the U.S., the first National Park in California, soon to be known as Yosemite National Park. The U.S. has 59 National Parks and 10 of them are in California, which are Ash Mountain, Channel Islands, Death Valley, Joshua Tree, Kings Canyon, Lassen Volcanic, Pinnacles, Redwood, Sequoia, and Yosemite.    

There are some seashore, theme parks, and historic sites across California besides national parks. California has many types of seashore because of its long coastline along the Pacific coast. It is reported that Disneyland, Universal Studios Hollywood, and Sea World are the top three popular destinations of travelers. The diversity of California's heritage, including pre-Columbian peoples, the Spanish and Mexican periods, maritime activity is also a significant tourist attractor.
According to the data from Retail analyst TNS and U.S. Dept. of Commerce, during 2013 tourism generated over 100 billion dollars in spending in California and travel spending in California directly supported almost a million jobs. Travel spending generated the greatest number of jobs in accommodation and food services and arts, entertainment, and recreation. Twenty percent of tourism related dollars in the state in 2013 were attributable to spending by international travelers. California's top overseas visitor markets in 2013 were: China PRC – not including Hong Kong, U.K., Australia, Japan, and Germany.
