California Gold Rush

  The California Gold Rush (1848–1855) began on January 24, 1848. It brought about 300,000 people to California from the rest of the United States and abroad.  Half of them were arrived by sea, and another half came overland from the east, on the California Trail and the Gila River trail.
 The reason the gold-seekers been called "forty-niners" is because they arrived at 1849, traveled by sailing ship and covered wagon and often faced substantial hardships on the trip. Most of them were Americans and a lots of the gold-seekers which came from many other places such as Latin American, Europe, and Asia come after them. 
  A large number of immigrants had dramatic effects to California. In the middle of the Gold Rush, a state constitutional convention was convened, a state constitution was written, election was held and representatives were sent Washington D.C. to negotiate the admission of California as a state. Large-scale agriculture started, and roads, churches and civic facilities were set up quickly. Transportation between California and the East coast was also improved. For example, railroads were built across from the West coast to the East and steamships began regular service from San Francisco to Panama.

The influence of the Gold Rush was also expanded into the world. It stimulated world economy too. Farmers in Chile, Australia and Hawaii found a huge new market for food. British manufactured goods were strongly needed, and Chinese clothing and prefabricated houses were imported. However, the Gold Rush caused the conflict with Native Americans. The miners attacked Native Americans who had owned their lands. According to the government of California, some 4500 Native Americans suffered violent death between 1849 and 1870.

  Because the gold in the California gravel beds was so richly concentrated, early forty-niners were able to retrieve with simply "pan" for gold in California's rivers and streams, a form of placer mining. However, panning cannot take place on a large scale. In the most complex placer mining, groups of prospectors would divert the water from an entire river into a sluice alongside the river, and then dig for gold in the newly exposed river bottom.

In the next stage, by 1853, hydraulic mining was used on ancient gold-bearing gravel beds on hillsides and bluffs in the goldfields. In a modern style of hydraulic mining first developed in California, a high-pressure hose directed a powerful stream or jet of water at gold-bearing gravel beds. The loosened gravel and gold would then pass over sluices, with the gold settling to the bottom where it was collected. This style of hydraulic mining spread around the world.

After the Gold Rush had concluded, gold recovery operations continued. By the late 1890s, dredging technology invented in California had become economical. To recover loose gold was to prospect for gold that had slowly washed down into the flat river bottoms and sandbars of California's Central Valley and other gold-bearing areas of California (such as Scott Valley in Siskiyou County). 

By 1851, quartz mining had become the major industry. Once the gold-bearing rocks were brought to surface, the rocks were crushed and the gold separated, either using separation in water, using its density difference from quartz sand, or by washing the sand over copper plates coated with mercury (with which gold forms an amalgam). Eventually, hard-rock mining wound up becoming the single largest source of gold produced in the California.

Amounts of Gold

Modern estimates by the U.S. Geological Survey are that some 12 million ounces (370 t) of gold were removed in the first five years of the Gold Rush.

 By the mid-1880s, it is estimated that 11 million ounces (340 t) of gold had been recovered by hydraulicking.

It is estimated that more than 20 million ounces (620 t) were recovered by dredging

The total production of gold in California from then till now is estimated at 118 million ounces (3700 t).

  A very special legacy which created by the Gold Rush is the ghost town. Abandoned towns or village are usually called ghost towns. People often left leaving behind their empty house their bars and saloon as it in a result of the gold rush. Of course , gold is not the only reason. Some times, the economics affect that rail roads or roads accessing doesn't reach the area. Sometimes there are political reasons, massacres and wars or fall of empires. 

  These towns are protected by park department and curses. Lots of people still believe that bad luck will befall anyone who makes off with an artifact.

Nowadays the government made a recreation facility in these towns. Visitors has a lot of activities that can be done there. They can go through camping experiences, picnics, they chose whether hiking or climbing. They can attend cowboy poetry or music festival

